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Jon Bon Jovi wants you to help him write a song. 

By Amy Kuperinsky | NJ Advance Media for NJ.com 

Jon Bon Jovi is one of a group of artists who have reached out on social media in 
recent days to offer messages of hope and positivity and a little entertainment to 
the socially distanced public during the coronavirus pandemic. 
 
Singers, musicians, actors, comedians and more have used the time at home to 
engage with their audiences. 

Bon Jovi invited people to help him complete a song with their own coronavirus 
stories. 

Jon Bon Jovi 



“These are uneasy times we’re dealing with, but we’re all in this together,” Bon 
Jovi, 58, shared on Twitter Sunday. “I wrote the first verse and the chorus. Write 
me a verse. Let’s tell your story.” 

He asked fans to join him in the interactive songwriting project. The song: “Do 
What You Can.” 

After introducing the first set of lyrics and chorus, he invited people to record 
their own version of the song by filling out the song with their own experiences 
and posting those songs with the hashtag #DoWhatYouCan. 
 
Bon Jovi keyboardist David Bryan, 58, recently tested positive for the 
coronavirus. 
 
“These are trying times we’re going through, uncharted territory, the great 
unknown," he said in a video. “But one this is for sure: we’re going to make it 
through. Now, I did what I do best, which is to sit down with my guitar and try 
to put something to words for you, maybe to brighten up your day. Here’s my 
idea: we write this one together. I’m going to give you the chorus, I’m going to 
give you the first verse. I’m going to play the second verse, but you tell me your 
story. Tell me what you’re going through. Tell me how you’re feeling, tell me if 
you’re hurtin', talk about that high school graduation that’s going to be canceled. 
Talk about that prom you just might not have. Talk about that baby coming, 
there’s just nothing you can do about that. Talk about the paycheck that you’re 
losing. Talk about being afraid. Looking out your window and wondering what 
to make of all this." 

 
 
Jon Bon Jovi 
✔@jonbonjovi 
 
 
These are uneasy times we’re dealing with, but we’re all in this together. I wrote the first 
verse and the chorus. Write me a verse. Let’s tell your 
story....#DoWhatYouCanhttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U7RomndOj1w&feature=yo
utu.be … 

 YouTube #StayHome  @YouTube 



 
 

The lyrics so far: 

"Tonight they’re shutting down the borders, and they boarded up the schools/ 

Small towns are rolling up their sidewalks, one last paycheck coming through/ 

I know you’re feeling kind of nervous, we’re all a little bit confused/ 

Nothing’s the same, this ain’t a game, we’ve got to make it through." 

Chorus: 

"When you can’t do what you do, you do what you can/ 

This ain’t my prayer, it’s just a thought I’m wanting to send/ 

'Round here we bend but don’t break, down here we all understand/ 

When you can’t do what you do, you do what you can." 

‘Sweet Caroline,’ corona-style 
 
Neil Diamond performed a rendition of his 1969 classic “Sweet Caroline," only 
he changed the words to fit the age of coronavirus. 
 
“I know we’re going through a rough time right now, but I love ya and I think 
maybe if we sing together, well, we’ll just feel a little bit better,” Diamond, 79, 
said in a video posted to social media Sunday. “Give it a try, OK?” 



 
Neil Diamond adapted his classic tune for the pandemic.Theo Wargo | Getty 
Images 
 
Here are the new lyrics: 

"Where it began, I can’t begin to know when/But then I know it’s growing 
strong 

Was in the spring, and spring became the summer/Who’d have believed you’d 
come along 

Hands, washing hands, reachin’ out/Don’t touch me, I won’t touch you 

Sweet Caroline, good times never seemed so good/I’ve been inclined to believe 
they never would, but now I 

I look at the night, and it don’t seem so lonely/We fill it up with only two 

And when I hurt, hurtin’ runs off my shoulders/How can I hurt when I’m holding 
you? 

Hands, washing hands, reachin’ out/Don’t touch me, I won’t touch you." 

 
 
Neil Diamond 
✔@NeilDiamond 
 



 
 
Stay safe out there! “Hands... washing hands..”  
 

 

 
 

Michael Stipe 
 
The R.E.M. frontman has been keeping fans entertained with video dispatches 
from the band’s social accounts. 
 
First, he sang part of the 1987 R.E. M. song “It’s the End of the World As We 
Know It" before urging people to stay at home, wash their hands, stay six feet 
away from other people and vet the sources providing the information they read. 
 
On Friday, Stipe, 60, sang part of the 1986 R.E.M. song “Underneath the 
Bunker." 
 
“I’m bunkering at home,” Stipe said. “I’m sheltering at home. I’m keeping apart. 
We’re together, separate. Together, separate. Together, separate. Together, 
separate for each other’s good. We’re keeping ourselves apart from each other 
for everyone’s good, so I hope that you’re doing well, I hope that your heart is 
good and I hope that you’re feeling the love from all over the world, because it’s 
there. We’re all in this together and we’re gonna get through." 



 
 
R.E.M. HQ 
✔@remhq 
 
Underneath the bunker. We are going to get through it. 
 

 
 

 
 
R.E.M. HQ 
✔@remhq 
 
Message from Michael... Longer version on http://michaelstipe.com  



 
 

Steve Martin 
 
The 74-year-old comedian put his banjo-playing skills on display in this clip, 
terming the contribution “banjo balm.” 

Martin has won three Grammys for his bluegrass music. 

 
 
Steve Martin 
✔@SteveMartinToGo 
 
Banjo balm. 



 
 

Jim O’Heir from ‘Parks and Recreation’ 
 
O’Heir, 58, played the lovable “mindless factotum” Jerry Gergich on NBC 
“Parks and Recreation." He revisited the character for this video. 
 
In the clip below, Jerry, who was also known as Larry, Terry, Gary and Barry on 
the show — his co-workers kept forgetting his actual name — talks about his 
timeshare in Muncie, Indiana and reminds people the importance of staying at 
home. 

He does this while speaking to his wife, Gayle, off camera (in the show she’s 
played by Christie Brinkley). 
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With Love from the Gergich’s.  

 
 

 


